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PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a sales promotion supporting method which notifies 
a supplier of sales promotion contents of the effects of the sales promotion 
contents when the sales promotion contents such as catalogs and so on which a user 
wants are printed with a printer installed in a shop. 

SOLUTION: Printing data are generated in a transmission server 16 based on the 
electronic data of the sales promotion contents stored in a data server 5. At that 
time, an identifier for monitoring information on the purchasing behavior of a user 
of articles is added to the printing data. The transmission server 16 transmits the 
printing data to a printer 3. When the user buys the articles by the use of the 
printed matters, a printed matter use information input terminal 6 installed in the 
shop reads the identifier printed in the printed matter and notifies a management 
server 7 of the results of the reading. The fare computing section 60 of the 
management server 7 adjusts the ratio of burdens on the supplier for a fee charged 
for outputting the printed matter based on the use state shown by the identifier, 
and provides the supplier with the information on the user's purchasing behavior. 

COPYRIGHT: (C)2004,JPO 
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ABSTRACT : 

CHG DATE=20030403 STATUS=0>A system employs a code reading wand or digital pen to 
order items from a catalog employing item-identifying indicia which are preferably 
position-indicating indicia. The catalog includes items provided by plural 
suppliers. Single catalog order may be issued and distributed to plural suppliers 
by access to supplier information in a database. The catalog may be distributed 
with the code reading wand to promote initial use of the code reading wand and 
thereby aid in establishment of the technological inf rastracture through immediate 
use of the wand. The catalog may include additional services to encourage the use 
of the catalog, thereby increasing catalog orders. The catalog service may be 
funded by charging suppliers a per order or inquiry, periodic fee, based upon 
orders placed. 
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US -PAT-NO: 6606744 

DOCUMENT-IDENTIFIER: US 6606744 Bl 
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TITLE: Providing collaborative installation management in a network-based supply 
chain environment 

DATE-ISSUED: August 12, 2 003 

INVENTOR-INFORMATION: 

NAME CITY STATE ZIP CODE COUNTRY 

Mikurak; Michael G. Hamilton NJ 

US-CL-CURRENT: 717/174; 705/26, 717/178 
ABSTRACT: 

A system, method and article of manufacture are provided for collaborative 
installation management in a network-based supply chain environment. According to 
an embodiment of the invention, telephone calls, data and other multimedia 
information are routed through a network system which includes transfer of 
information across the internet utilizing telephony routing information and 
internet protocol address information. The system includes integrated Internet 
Protocol (IP) telephony services allowing a user of a web application to 
communicate in an audio fashion in-band without having to pick up another 
telephone. Users can click a button and go to a call center through the network 
using IP telephony. The system invokes an IP telephony session simultaneously with 
the data session, and uses an active directory lookup whenever a user uses the 
system. Users include service providers and manufacturers utilizing the network- 
based supply chain environment. 

18 Claims, 130 Drawing figures 
Exemplary Claim Number: 1 
Number of Drawing Sheets: 130 
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DOCUMENT-IDENTIFIER: US 5438508 A 
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A distributed computer system employs a license management system to account for 
software product usage. A management policy having a variety of alternative styles 
and contexts is provided. Each licensed product upon start-up makes a call to a 
license server .to check on whether usage is permitted, and the license server 
checks a database of the licenses, called product use authorizations, that it 
administers. If the particular use requested is permitted, a grant is returned to 
the requesting user node. The product use authorization is structured to define a 
license management policy allowing a variety of license alternatives by values 
called "style", "context", "duration" and "usage requirements determination 
method" . The license administration may be delegated by the license server to a 
subsection of the organization, by creating another license management facility 
duplicating the main facility. The license server must receive a license document 
(a product use authorization) from an issuer of licenses, where a license document 
generator is provided. A mechanism is provided for one user node to make a call to 
use a software product located on another user node; this is referred to as a 
"calling card", by which a user node obtains permission to make a procedure call to 
use a program on another node. A management interface allows a license manager at a 
server to modify the license documents in the database maintained by the server, 
within the restraints imposed by the license, to make delegations, assignments, 
etc. The license documents are maintained in a standard format referred to as a 
license document interchange format so the management system is portable and can be 
used by all adhering software vendors. A feature of the database management is the 
use of a filter function . 

26 Claims, 46 Drawing figures 
Exemplary Claim Number: 1 
Number of Drawing Sheets: 18 
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US-PAT-NO: 6763334 

DOCUMENT-IDENTIFIER: US 6763334 Bl 

TITLE: System and method of arranging delivery of advertisements over a network 
such as the internet 

DATE-ISSUED: July 13, 2004 

INVENTOR- INFORMATI ON : 

NAME CITY STATE ZIP CODE COUNTRY 

Matsumoto; Takuya Toyonaka JP 

Kidera; Shiro' Ebina JP 

Ishii; Ryuichi Yokohama JP 

US-CL-CURRENT: 705 /14; 705 /26, 705 /27, 709 / 217 
ABSTRACT: 

A method and system of arranging advertisements on a network for a potential media 
owner or affiliate to sell ad space on a network media to an advertiser. The 
advertiser's conditions and the affiliate's acceptance are made on the network 
through an agent's server. The server provides an invitation page for entry of the 
advertiser's conditions. The conditions are disclosed to the affiliate on the 
network. When the affiliate accepts the conditions on the network, the agent's 
server responds to make an advertisement contract, and allocates an advertiser's 
web site to the ad space of the network media. The number of the responses made to 
the advertisement is counted at the agent's server, which delivers statistical data 
of the counted responses on the network to the advertiser and the affiliate for 
determination of the payment and for evaluation of the effectiveness of the 
advertisement . 

26 Claims, 9 Drawing figures 
Exemplary Claim Number: 1 
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DOCUMENT- IDENTIFIER : US 6714920 Bl 

TITLE: Information processing apparatus and information processing method 
DATE-ISSUED: March 30, 2004 
INVENTOR- INFORMATION : 
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Arai; Toshiyuki Tokyo jp 
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An efficient as well as rational information distribution system where retrieval 
can be carried out based on various kinds of retrieval information related to 
download information and particularly, at a time when the download information is 
specified from the retrieval information, if the retrieval information is outputted 
to a user as an advertisement, the amount of money to be billed for the download 
information is reduced by what the advertisement is worth. 

27 Claims, 16 Drawing figures 
Exemplary Claim Number: 1 
Number of Drawing Sheets: 10 
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